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1685.
January 15. An order being issued out from the lords of tlie Treasury for the collecting of the duty of hearth-money upon the smiths' forges in Sheffield and Hallamshire, after having made me but bad returns for the favours I had done them before in that case (I mean the cutlers and corporation there), they came to me to desire my assistance, that they might- be excused from that duty, if possible, by my means arid intercession. I told them it were much fitter they should apply themselves to the interest they had done lately, for I should